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1. Historic female waves in Chile: 100 years (1919-2019) 
 



I. The first wave “Women’s suffrage and equality” 

1952 
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After 33 years, Chilean women vote during 1952 with president-
elect Carlos Ibañez del Campo 

Chile was the 10th Latin-Americans country with Women’s suffrage  
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The silence of Chilean woman 

II. Twenty years of silence of the Chilean women 
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Women’s strike for democracy 
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III. The Chilean 2nd wave “Return to democracy” 
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1990 
Return of exiled woman  



Bachelet was elected by women (Power, 2004). 
 She centered their goberment in “gender equality” 

1. Equality in the gabinete 
2. Pension system reform with benefits for women owners  
3. Expand the Child care network for the poorest sectors  
4. Introduced the distribution of emergency contraception 

Claudia Mora & Marcela Ríos, 2009 



IV. The feminist tsunami in a few months “#Not one less”, “#Me too” 
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Universities Strike (100-120 days) 
“Feminist May” 
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Plurinational Meeting  
of Women who Fight 

Dec 8-9 
2018 



1º Plurinational Meeting  of Women who Fight  
(Convocation: more than 900 women, December 8-9, 2018) 



1. The male violence in the communication media 
2. The right to access free abortion treatment   
3. Migration 
4. Women´s in defense of the land “Territory: our body, our spirit” 
5. Non-sexist public education 

Historic convocation where 11 points were discussed: 

December 8-9, 2018 



2. Implications of feminist tsunami (May 2018) 

I. Government  
(Presidente Piñera) 

1. Constitutional changes to safeguard equal rights 
2. Law to regulate harassment in universities 
3. Promote the participation of women in senior positions 
4. Law project to punish gender violence in dating relationships 
5. Allegations of abuse in the political area  
6. Creation of laws against street sexual harassment 
7. Increase of control in public transportation 
8. Equality in health and work 



https://www.sernameg.gob.cl/ 

MINISTERIO DE LA MUJER  
Y EQUIDAD DE GENERO 
 

https://www.sernameg.gob.cl/
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II. Universities (U. de Chile) 

1. Office of Dirección de Igualdad de Género 
2. Implemented and improved the action protocols in case of harassment 
3. Generated dissemination of these issues to all the university community and 
4. Implemented prevention campaigns like #LaChileDiceNo to Sexual Harassment.  
5. Changes in the educational model to include a gender perspective. 

 



Science Faculty of U. de Chile 
1. Tri-stall work tables (Student, Academic and non-academic official) 
2. Women's talks (Student, Academic and non-academic official) 
3. Protocols of coexistence (signed by all stall) 
4. Recognition of women in Science (names in classroom, scholarships)  
5. Sexual harassment prevention courses (by all stall) 
6. International meeting for Scientific women (August 2018) 



Women student  
from 10-15 schools 



III. National Societies: Biological Science 

Sociedad Chilena de Evolución  
(Alejandra González) 

Sociedad Chilena de Biología  
(Eduardo Palma) 

Sociedad Chilena de Ecología 
 (Lohengrin Cavieres) 

Sociedad Chilena de Botánica  
(Cristian Atala) 



Mathematics  



3. Looking to the future “Now it’s our turn to build” 



I. Women's empowerment 



Feminist General Strike (“The 8M”, March 8 , 2019) 

190.000 woman in Plaza Italia walked to Government Palace (La Moneda) 





Principal STEM data in Chile during 2018  
 
1. In higher education 53% of enrollments correspond to 

women.  
2. 25% of STEM enrollments are women  
3. 5% of women work in technology areas 
4. Three careers with high participation of women with minor 

salary than men  
a) Basic Education  
b) Nursery Education  
c) Nursing (Health Science) 

https://www.minmujeryeg.gob.cl/ministerio-de-la-mujer-y-la-equidad-de-genero/mas-mujeres-ciencias/ 

II. Initiatives for Gender Equality in STEM 
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Red de Investigadoras (Association of woman in STEM) 

Chile Científico (Diffusion of Science with gender equality) 



Chile's first women's platform at STEM (October 2019)  

https://publiccl1.fidelizador.com/corfo/public/survey/anonymous/e909f8c43121db14917d757fc83c57d1 

https://publiccl1.fidelizador.com/corfo/public/survey/anonymous/e909f8c43121db14917d757fc83c57d1


The gender revolution in Chile (Interview J. Camacho, Pedagogue U. de Chile) 

 We need to eliminate the mental structure of machismo (institutional, cultural, society) 

 We need structural changes in the Institutions and increase diversity 
 We need to show STEM women to children to change the future 

Women in STEM still having a bad time! 

Laws about equality 
New vacants in many Universities 
Stimulated to select STEM carrer 

2 
Introduce best practices 

 Machismo  Machismo 

Undestanding the gender gap 

1 

Numbers, statistics, and indicators 



https://radio.uchile.cl/2019/02/11/investigadoras-llaman-a-acabar-con-la-brecha-de-genero-
en-ciencia-y-tecnologia/ 

Science invitation  
IEB: Instituto de Ecología y Biodiversidad, lead by U de Chile  
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