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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

IAU – International Astronomical Union
• Founded: 1919  100 years this year!

• Mission: promote and safeguard the science of astronomy in all 

aspects through international collaboration

• Members: 82 national members with 13,682 individual members from 

107 countries (interim or observer) with PhD level, active in 

professional research and education in astronomy 

• Scientific bodies: 9 Divisions, 35 Commissions & 54 Working Groups

• Executive bodies: EC, 4 Committees (Special Nominating, 

Membership, Finance, Resolution) & 4 Offices
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

IAU Strategic plane 2020-2030



Workshop on Increasing Diversity in STEM, São Paulo, Brazil, 10 Oct 2019 4

Women in Astronomy and the IAU

IAU Strategic plane 2020-2030

Tokyo, Japan

Bogota, Colombia

Cape Town, South Africa

Paris, France
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

IAU – International Astronomical Union
• Founded: 1919  100 years this year!

• Mission: promote and safeguard the science of astronomy in all 

aspects through international collaboration

• Members: 82 national members with 13,682 individual members from 

107 countries (interim or observer) with PhD level, active in 

professional research and education in astronomy 

• Scientific bodies: 9 Divisions, 35 Commissions & 54 Working Groups

• Executive bodies: EC, 4 Committees (Special Nominating, 

Membership, Finance, Resolution) & 4 Offices

EC Working Groups:

Women in Astronomy (2003)

Astronomy for Equity and Inclusion (2015)
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

http://sion.frm.utn.edu.ar/iau-inclusion/

http://sion.frm.utn.edu.ar/iau-inclusion/
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU



Workshop on Increasing Diversity in STEM, São Paulo, Brazil, 10 Oct 2019 9

Women in Astronomy and the IAU

https://www.iau-100.org/inspiring-stars

https://www.iau-100.org/inspiring-stars
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

08/2018: Austria (IAU-GA) 10/2018: Chile

01/2019: Ethiopia 02/2019: Belgium

02/2019: Italy 05/2019: UK 

07/2019: Argentina 07/2019: France 

07/2019: Thailand 08/2019: Colombia 

11/2019: Japan
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

WiA: Women in Astronomy

• Founded: 2003 – IAU-GA, Sidney (Australia)

• Mandate: collect information, propose measures, and initiate actions in 

support of, or to advance equality of opportunity for achievement between 

women and men in astronomy, in the IAU and in the world at large.

• Structure: 

• Organizing Committee: chair Dara Norman (NOAO, US), co-chair Lydia 

Sonia Cidale (Argentina) + 12 members from 11 countries (14% male)

• Members (since 2018): 162 (10% male)
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.iau.org

Last update: 01/09/2019
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.iau.org

Last update: 01/09/2019

IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.iau.org

Last update: 01/09/2019

IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030

Honduras: 

66% female

3 members
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.iau.org

Last update: 01/09/2019

IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030

Honduras: 

66% female

3 members
Vietnam

40%

13 members
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Argentina

Ukraine

Japan

Italy
France

South Africa

Russian Fed.

Spain
Brazil

Mexico

Countries with more than 100 individual members: 26

IAU National Member
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

60

63

www.iau.org
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

60

63

www.iau.org

There is hope!

Junior Members (introduced in 2018)
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Large or traditional: 

Argentina - 156

Brazil - 216

Chile - 129

Mexico - 171

Uruguay - 5

Venezuela - 21

Young: Colombia - 30

Very small in other countries

Latin- and Central-America Astronomical community

Honduras (3)

Costa Rica (2)

Panama (5)

2

5
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Argentina

Brazil

Mexico

Chile
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Argentina Brazil

Institutes involved: 8 16+38

Astronomy research staff: T 163 281

F 39% 24%

Permanent position: T 196 368

F 40% 23%

Tenure-track : T 116 18

F 37% 33%

Short-term contract: T 60 67

(pos-doc / visitor) F 60% 30%

Graduate students: T 894* 239

(Master + PhD) F 50% 42%
* Physic + Astronomy

Percentage of female decreases

at higher levels
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

T F %F

CNPq Fellowships in Astronomy 276 84 30

ICJ (high-school): 29 15 52

IC (undergraduate): 72 22 30

M + PhD: 18 5 28

Research: 114 29 25

Source: CNPq

25%     21%    27%   28%    33%

PQ2  1D   1C  1B   1A

beginning carrier

small numbers!

In Brazil
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Brazilian Astronomy Olympics, organized by the Brazilian Astronomical Society

~800,000

students

www.oba.org.br



Workshop on Increasing Diversity in STEM, São Paulo, Brazil, 10 Oct 2019 25

Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Fundamental (6 to 17 years old): level  1 to 3

High-school: level 4

www.oba.org.br

~800,000

students
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.oba.org.br
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.oba.org.br
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.oba.org.br

The problem starts at high school!
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

www.oba.org.br

The problem starts at high school!

Related to economic crisis???
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

monitoring status of WiA via collection of gender statistics 

Initiatives

organizing meetings and events to raise awareness and define actions

Women in Astronomy Lunch at the GAs: keynote speakers + discussions in groups

She is an Astronomer project during IYA2009

AstroFaces – Portrays of women astronomer – Senior & Junior  - in progress

AstroVoices – “I am an astronomer” videos from around the world

IAU Symposium 358 – Astronomy for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion – a roadmap to 

action within the framework of the IAU 100th Anniversary. “Mitaka resolutions”
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

11 of February and 

all around the year!



Workshop on Increasing Diversity in STEM, São Paulo, Brazil, 10 Oct 2019 32

Women in Astronomy and the IAU

Wang Zhenyi

(1768-1798) Valentina Tereshkova

(1937--)

Hypatia

(350-415 AD)

Vera Rubin

(1928-2016)

Sohie Brahe

(1559-1643)

Created by Aneta Mrgraf-Druc
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Women in Astronomy and the IAU

THANK  YOU!!!
(sorry not to be there with you…)


